PRIME   MINISTER                              455
1385 (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Partly printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) II, 182-4.)
10, DOWNING STREET, i&th Nov. 1892.
Mr. Gladstone presents his humble duty, and acknowledges
Your Majesty's gracious letter of the i6th which has had his
immediate attention.
The Cabinet meets on Monday, and he hopes then to be in a
condition to transmit to Your Majesty a list of Bills in prepara-
tion under its directions. It will be subject however to the follow-
ing observation ; that, at so early a period, it rarely happens
that so much has been done towards shaping the work of the
next session, and that the list in its present form will not be one
altogether final, as circumstances may occur exhibiting a need for
other measures, or on the other hand showing more exactly what
time is likely to be at the disposal of the Government for the
purposes of legislation.
As regards the information already possessed by the country
touching the projected Irish Bill, Your Majesty from experience
is doubtless well aware that no Government having to deal with
a measure of capital difficulty and importance, arrives at final
views on the separate heads of such a measure until the time
approaches for its actual introduction. But Mr. Gladstone
humbly thinks that the principles on which alone such a measure
could be constructed by a Liberal Ministry are and have long
been perfectly familiar to the country at large.
In their broadest form they are, first, the supremacy of Parlia-
ment, which secures the unity of the Empire ; and secondly, the
effective transfer of business purely Irish to Irish hands ; subject
however to exceptions devised in the interests of unity. An
expansion of these ideas was given to Parliament in 1886 by the
ministry of the day under 5 heads as essential to a good measure,
no one of which has been, withdrawn or modified* The Bill of
1886 was the practical exposition of these ideas, and its spirit
has never been in the smallest degree disavowed. The important
addition has however been adopted in the retention, according to
the apparent public desire, of Irish representation at Westminster.
In the actual heads of the Bill, subject to all these conditions,
Ireland is deeply interested, but Great Britain less. Upon the
whole it appears to Mr. Gladstone that it might be difficult to